(AND WHAT DOES PROTECTION EVEN MEAN?)




NAVIGATION

e Why should we care?
e \What can we do?

e \What's next?
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FRESHWATER ECOSYSTEMS ARE CONCENTRATED
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FRESHWATER SPECIES ARE NUMEROUS

Total species diversity of the main groups of freshwater animals
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126,000 described animal
species (excluding micro-
organisms)

9.5% of all described
animal species

40-45% of all fish species
are freshwater

Source: Balian et al. 2008



FRESHWATER BIODIVERSITY 1S UNEVENLY DISTRIBUTED

Source: Abell et al. 2008



FRESHWATER
HEALTH
UNDERPINS
HUMAN
WELL-BEING...

. Millennium Ecosystem
sment, Wetlands and Water,



...ESPECIALLY FOR THE MOST VULNERABLE

Estimated
riverine fish
catches



FRESHWATER BIODIVERSITY 1S COLLAPSING

ource: WWEF 2020 Living Planet Report
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SIXWAYS TO BEND THE CURVE




APICTURE OF RIVER PROTECTION

Source: Abell et al. 2016



WHAT COUNTS AS PROTECTED?

Source: Abell et al. 2016



WHAT NEEDS PROTECTION?

urce: Opperman et al. 2021



FROM PROTECTED AREAS TO PROTECTION AREAS

Source: Abell et al. 2007
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THE GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY FRAMEWORK

https://wwf.panda.org/discover/our_focus/freshwater_practice/call_for_freshwater_action_cbd_open_letter_/



FRESHWATER PROTECTION QUESTIONS

How do we

How do we .
Implement

measure |t?

protections?
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